Pre-Concert Worksheet

NOTE: You must listen to a recording of your selected classical piece several times 
to complete the worksheet.

DO NOT DELETE THE QUESTIONS
NOTE: the worksheet will expand as you enter your responses
YOUR NAME: 
PART ONE: 
CLASSICAL CONCERT INFORMATION
1. Date of concert: 

2. Place of concert: 
3. Name of group(s) performing
Name of ensemble:

Names of conductor:

Names of featured soloists, if any, and their instruments: 
PIECE SELECTED
4. Which piece on the program did you select for research and pre-listening? Provide all of the following details about your selected piece:

Title: 

If multi-movement, your selected movement:

Composer name: 

Composer dates (born-died):


Composer’s nationality:

Genre of this piece (symphony, concerto, etc.): 


Historical style era (Renaissance, Baroque, etc.): 
5. Tell something interesting that you discovered about the life or compositional style of the composer [not the conductor]. For instance, for what genre(s) or compositional techniques is this composer particularly known, or for what famous piece(s)? 
6. Why did you choose this piece rather than one of the others on the program?

7. Tell something interesting about this particular piece (such as why/how/when it was composed): 
MUSIC DESCRIPTION
 (See the Assignment page for ideas for accessing recordings.)
8. Describe the following eight musical elements of your chosen piece/movement. 

· Write several sentences for every individual element. 

· Use vocabulary from this class. 

· Leave nothing completely blank.
	MOOD:
	(Consider: What is the overall impression of the sound of the piece? What feeling does it convey? Be as specific and descriptive as possible.)

	Description of Mood: 



	MELODY: 
	(Consider: Describe the melodic features, such as repeated notes, long or short phrases, conjunct or disjunct movement [stepwise or leaps], wide or narrow range, ascending and descending gestures, etc. Is there only one melody throughout the entire piece/movement, or do other melodies follow the first one you hear? If so, how are they different from one another?)

	Description of Melody: 



	RHYTHM/

METER: 
	(Consider: Is there a clear sense of beat with definite pulsations? Are the pulsations gentle or strongly accented? Are the beats grouped in a pattern, such as duple or triple? What is the meter? Is syncopation used? Are the rhythms simple and easily remembered, or are they complicated and changeable?)

	Description of Rhythm/Meter: 



	HARMONY:
	(Consider: Are the harmonies predominantly consonant and pleasing, or not? How much is dissonance (unstable, tense sound) used, if at all? Where/how is dissonance used? Are the harmonic progressions predictable [that is, are the listener’s expectations usually fulfilled]?)

	Description of Harmony: 



	TEXTURE:
	(Consider: Is there one melody at a time, or one melody with harmony, or are there multiple simultaneous melodies? What voice(s) or instrument(s) present the main melody? If there are other instruments or voices, do they play an equal role or subordinate role? Which texture predominates—monophony, homophony, or polyphony?)

	Description of Texture: 



	TEMPO:
	(Consider: How fast or slow does the pace of the music move? Can you relate it to heart rate? Does the music proceed at a walking pace, or is it faster/slower? Does it race as if running or anxious? Or is it relaxed and unhurried? Are there places in the music where the tempo changes? Are the changes sudden or gradual?)

	Description of Tempo: 



	DYNAMICS:
	(Consider: What is the predominant dynamic level of the piece? At what level do the dynamics begin? Does the dynamic level change during the piece? How/why does it change? Do changes occur gradually or suddenly?)

	Description of Dynamics: 



	INSTRUMENTS/

TONE COLOR:
	(Consider: What instruments or voices do you hear (list them all)? What tone colors do you hear (describe the tone color of each instrument/group)? Are the tones pure and clean, or dark and muddy, or bright and brittle? NOTE: “Tone color” does not mean “green” or “yellow” or any other visual colors. Instead, remember to use terms described in class, such as those referring to shape, vocal sound, temperature, etc. Be as specific and descriptive as possible.)

	Description of Instruments/Tone Color: 




YOUR REACTION

Complete this section after completing the music description:

9. What was your overall reaction to the composition?


__ enjoyed it a lot


__ enjoyed it somewhat


__ did not enjoy it much


__ did not enjoy it at all

10. Tell about what you liked about the composition, and be specific: 
11. Tell about what you did not like about the composition, and be specific: 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

12. List all sources used for this concert and example—recordings to which you listened, books, websites, and all other. State sources in complete citation form with all details included. (NOTE: Do not use Wikipedia for all of your research.) (See Reference Styles linked under Assignment Information on class home page for examples of correct citations):

PART TWO: 
CONTRASTING CONCERT INFORMATION
13. Date of concert: 

14. Place of concert: 

15. Name of group(s) or performer: 

BACKGROUND
16. What music tradition does this concert represent?

17. Tell something interesting that you discovered about the group or performer: 
18. Tell something interesting about why you selected this concert:
19. Describe the type of venue and cultural context for the performance: 
20: Describe your familiarity with this music style (or lack thereof):

MUSIC EXAMPLE
21. Locate a recorded example of music in the style that will be performed at the concert, preferably by the performer(s) that you will see and hear. 

Title: 
Composer name (or Trad. or unknown): 

Composer dates (born-died):


Geographic origins of the music style: 

Genre of this piece (ballad, dance tune, religious song, etc.): 
MUSIC DESCRIPTION
 (See the Assignment page for ideas for accessing recordings.)
22. Describe the following eight musical elements of your chosen example. 

· Write several sentences for every individual element. 

· Use vocabulary from this class. 

· Leave nothing completely blank.
	MOOD:
	(Consider: What is the overall impression of the sound of the piece? What feeling does it convey? Be as specific and descriptive as possible.)

	Description of Mood: 



	MELODY: 
	(Consider: Describe the melodic features, such as repeated notes, long or short phrases, conjunct or disjunct movement [stepwise or leaps], wide or narrow range, ascending and descending gestures, etc. Is there only one melody throughout the entire piece/movement, or do other melodies follow the first one you hear? If so, how are they different from one another?)

	Description of Melody: 



	RHYTHM/

METER: 
	(Consider: Is there a clear sense of beat with definite pulsations? Are the pulsations gentle or strongly accented? Are the beats grouped in a pattern, such as duple or triple? What is the meter? Is syncopation used? Are the rhythms simple and easily remembered, or are they complicated and changeable?)

	Description of Rhythm/Meter: 



	HARMONY:
	(Consider: Are the harmonies predominantly consonant and pleasing, or not? How much is dissonance (unstable, tense sound) used, if at all? Where/how is dissonance used? Are the harmonic progressions predictable [that is, are the listener’s expectations usually fulfilled]?)

	Description of Harmony: 



	TEXTURE:
	(Consider: Is there one melody at a time, or one melody with harmony, or are there multiple simultaneous melodies? What voice(s) or instrument(s) present the main melody? If there are other instruments or voices, do they play an equal role or subordinate role? Which texture predominates—monophony, homophony, or polyphony?)

	Description of Texture: 



	TEMPO:
	(Consider: How fast or slow does the pace of the music move? Can you relate it to heart rate? Does the music proceed at a walking pace, or is it faster/slower? Does it race as if running or anxious? Or is it relaxed and unhurried? Are there places in the music where the tempo changes? Are the changes sudden or gradual?)

	Description of Tempo: 



	DYNAMICS:
	(Consider: What is the predominant dynamic level of the piece? At what level do the dynamics begin? Does the dynamic level change during the piece? How/why does it change? Do changes occur gradually or suddenly?)

	Description of Dynamics: 



	INSTRUMENTS/

TONE COLOR:
	(Consider: What instruments or voices do you hear (list them all)? What tone colors do you hear (describe the tone color of each instrument/group)? Are the tones pure and clean, or dark and muddy, or bright and brittle? NOTE: “Tone color” does not mean “green” or “yellow” or any other visual colors. Instead, remember to use terms described in class, such as those referring to shape, vocal sound, temperature, etc. Be as specific and descriptive as possible.)

	Description of Instruments/Tone Color: 




YOUR REACTION

Complete this section after completing the music description:

23. What was your overall reaction to the piece?


__ enjoyed it a lot


__ enjoyed it somewhat


__ did not enjoy it much


__ did not enjoy it at all

24. Tell about what you liked about the piece, and be specific: 
25. Tell about what you did not like about the piece, and be specific: 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION

26. List all sources used for this concert and example—recordings to which you listened, books, websites, and all other. State sources in complete citation form with all details included.  
(Be sure to complete all sections of the worksheet.)


